
To: Standards Committee Members

REF:  Request from Penwortham Area Committee of SRBC for funds for 
Christmas Trees and Bus Shelter Renovation from Penwortham Town Council.

The requests before you for dispensations for Councillors Hancock and Best follow 
on from decisions of the Standards Committee taken in the summer of 2009, and 
again recently, by "dual hatted" members of South Ribble Borough Council, who also 
serve as members of Penwortham Town Council.  These previous dispensation 
applications were specifically to enable discussion of a request by SRBC to PTC for 
funding for the Penwortham Leisure Centre.  The Town Council has now received 
further funding requests from the Penwortham Area Committee of SRBC, and it 
would appear to us that the principles previously outlined by Standards Committee 
continue to apply with regard to these fresh funding applications.

The key issue previously considered was the degree of prejudicial interest involved 
when "dual hatted" members of SRBC asked PTC for funds.   It appeared to be 
accepted by the Standards Committee that all "dual hatted" members had a 
prejudicial interest when making requests to PTC for financial support.  It is our 
understanding that such prejudice was seen as clear and unambiguous. However the 
Standards Committee took the view that a proper and transparent process was being 
followed, and that it was within acceptable practice that all but Councillor Robinson 
and his wife could be granted dispensation to speak on this subject. This was due to 
Cllr Robinson's positions as SRBC Cabinet Finance Portfolio holder.  The more 
recent Standards Committee meeting which reconsidered the same issue, granted 
dispensations to all who applied with the exception of Cllr. Mr and Mrs Hothersall, on 
the basis of his position as an SRBC Cabinet member.  It should, we feel, continue to 
be noted that Councillor Robinson (who has not, as far as we are aware, reapplied 
for dispensations) is Chairman of PTC Strategy and Finance Committee, Cllr Jim 
Hothersall his deputy, and Cllr Mrs Hothersall a member of that committee.  In 
addition we would point out that Councillor James Hothersall is the Portfolio Holder 
for Street Scene which is closely linked to the funding requests that have been made. 
 We would ask you to note also that Councillor Dorothy Gardner is Chair of the 
Penwortham Area Committee which has made the finance requests and is also a 
member of PTC Finance Committee.  This is surely an unacceptable prejudicial 
interest which should also, in our view, apply to her husband Cllr Melvyn Gardner.

We would stress that the dispensations if granted for the remaining "dual hatted" 
members does allow a proper and quorate discussion to take place at the 
Penwortham Town Council, with the political balance still maintained in favour of the 
majority party.  We think the applications for funding are reasonable and  should be 
given proper consideration. What is at stake in our view goes to the root of the 
integrity of both Councils and the trust and confidence that the public can have in the 
Councils procedures.

Yours sincerely

Cllr Alan Best
Cllr Harry Hancock


